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Improvement Measures of Coastal and
Offshore Fishing Permit System
Corresponding to Fishing Condition Changes

1. Purpose
- The purpose of this study is to come up with improvement
measures of coastal and offshore fishing permit system in
Korea corresponding to changing conditions of the
fisheries industry. For the realization of sustainable fisheries
changes of fishing conditions should be responded including
the shortage of seafarers resulting from decreasing and
aging fishery population, accelerating increase of old-fishing,
vessels and changing environments of trade.

2. Methodologies and Features
1) Methodologies
- This study utilized various methodologies, such as literature
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review, survey on-site investigation, and consultation with
experts.
∙ Literature review involves the investigation and analysis
of preceding studies, laws, lower statutory provisions and
policies relevant to coastal and offshore fishing permit
system and foreign cases of fishing permit system.
∙ Targeting fishermen, relevant public officials and experts,
on-site investigations and surveys were conducted to
identify problems and policy issues of fishing permit
system at the specific regions.
∙ The study collects and analyzes problems and improvement
measures of fishing permit system by asking opinions
of

fishermen and

relevant

officials.

Such work

supplements potential shortcomings of literature review
and on-site investigations
∙ Analysis of foreign cases was carried out through
literature review and consultation with experts. In doing
so, the study focuses on drawing specific measures to
improve coastal and offshore fishing permit system of
Korea.

2) Features
- The present study intends to suggest specific plans
(roadmaps) to improve the efficiency of existing policy
measures. This is because only a very few measures have
turned into actual policies among all the measures
suggested by preceding studies.
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action plans to restructure the fishing permit system.
∙ The study intends to increase the effectiveness of the
operation of fishing permit system. Hence, suggestions
are made by separating the improvement measures on
the contents of permit system from those for management.
∙ This study presented a restructuring plan for laws and
regulations relevant to fishing permit system which
would allow fishermen easy to understand.

3. Results
1) Summary
- Conditions for coastal and offshore fishing in Korea are
changing due to declining and aging fishery population,
reducing resources and changing trade environments.
∙ As of 2017, the number of fishery households and fishery
population stood at 53,000 households and 122,000
persons respectively, which was reduced by 400
households (0.8%) and 3,900 persons (3.1%) from one
year earlier.
∙ Among 33 major species of fish, 54% turned out to be
overfishing or excessive fishing.
∙ The number of vessels of Korea stood at 43,000 as of
2016, with over 21 year-old fishing vessels accounted
for 26.9%.
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∙ This study presents implantation plans and specific

∙ The expansion of FTA and the emergence of new trade
regulations have raised the concern for deteriorating
fishing environments including the ban on fishery
subsidies.
- Conflicts between coastal fishing and offshore fishing and
illegal fishing have continued to take place.
∙ In 2017, Korea’s fishing production amounted to 832,490
tons (3 trillion 711.5 billion won), a 4% decrease from
2016. This consists of 179,063 tons (1 trillion 335.6
billion won) of coastal fishing and 637,512 tons (2 trillion
310.8 billion won) of offshore fishing.
∙ During the last two decades, coastal fishing has expanded
its fishing operation towards offshore sea, while offshore
fishing towards coastal sea.
- Having failed to reflect industrial conditions and global
environmental changes, Korea’s fishing permit system has
undermined the competitiveness of the fishery industry.
The fishing permit system has caused the following
problems;
∙ First, conflicts have continued to take place because
fishing grounds for coastal and offshore fishing have
not decided.
∙ Second, permits are renewed regardless of whether
fishing is conducted or not or the quota of permits,
raising concerns of overfishing.
∙ Third, due to the poor management of fishing permit
system, those received fishing permits are increasingly
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entering to the industry.
∙ Fourth, complex regulations for the fishing severely
restrict the autonomy of fishermen, which leads to
illegal fishing.

2) Policy suggestions and relevant activities
- Restructuring the fishing permit system corresponding
changing industrial environments requires three strategies
and seven specific implementation tasks;
∙ Three strategies include (a) effective classification of
fishing methods in order to respond changes of fishery
conditions and minimize fishery related problems,
(b) increasing the safety and welfare of the fishing
industry and (c) raising the efficiency of policies for its
implementation.
∙ To achieve the strategic goals mentioned above, the
study suggests the seven tasks as follows; (a) classifying
zones for coastal and offshore fishing operation, (b)
adjusting the type of fishing gear & methods, (c) adopting
a new fishing vessels registration system, (d) restructuring
relevant laws and management of fishing permit system
for the sustainable fishery.

3) Expected benefits including policy contribution
- Placing the Fishery resource policy bureau of the Ministry
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taking them as a privilege, preventing new workers from

of Oceans and Fisheries at the center, relevant systems
should be restructured under the consultation with the
National Institute of Fisheries Science, the Korea Fisheries
Resources Agency and fishermen’ associations.
- It is necessary to unify relevant statutory provisions and
restructure systems to improve the current complex legal
systems and enhance operational effectiveness of fishing
permit system.
- Restructuring the fishing permit system is to reorganize
the foundation of the fishery industry, requiring a phased
implementation in the mid-to-long term.
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