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ABSTRACT

A Study on the Industrial Competitiveness of Korean Fisheries

Since the end of the 1990s, the Korean fisheries market has changed from
a closed economy into an open economy. The advancement of openness
was demanded by the increasing industrial competitiveness in fisheries. It is
necessary to conceptualize this industrial competitiveness as well as to
review the methods of evaluating it in many ways.

Industrial competitiveness could be defined as the aggregate capability of
the entire industry. Measurement of industrial competitiveness can be
divided into measuring the source of competitiveness and the performance
of competitiveness. The former has extended into developing models of
determinants of competitiveness, such as Porter’s ‘diamond’ model. The
latter has developed into compiling indexes such as trade performance
index, profitability index and productivity index.

Especially, advanced fisheries countries such as Iceland and Norway
applied to their fisheries the comprehensive evaluation method of Porter’s
industrial competitiveness determinant model, which would also be a useful
evaluation method for analyzing the Korean fisheries industry by industrial
classification in the future.

The objective of this study is mostly concentrated on developing an

ABSTRACT ® i



evaluation model of Korean fisheries’ competitiveness. For this purpose,
there have been many research activities like researching producers,
interviewing experts, collecting data and calculating statistics.

According to this study of industrial competitiveness, Korean fisheries
ranked very lowly, compared to manufactures such as food manufacturing.
However, fisheries are a little more industriously competitive than
agriculture except animal farming. Offshore fisheries, aquaculture, and
coastal fisheries seriatim are evaluated to be the most competitive among
fisheries classifications. Based on these results, industrial policies have to be
prepared for intensifying the competitiveness of each fishery category.

This study concentrated on the evaluation of fisheries’ industrial
competitiveness, with the intention of researching an open economy model.
The scope of this study has a limitation, not properly including both
subjects of sustainable conservation of fisheries resources and ecologically
adapted resource management. It remains for further study to evaluate the
fisheries resource management system in the comparative analysis fisheries
model among many countries. It is also a limitation that the exclusion of
subjective factors to choose the evaluation lists of the model and the weight
is not entirely possible.

In addition, the policy conclusions of this study are very useful in that
they identify the comparative disadvantages of Korea’s fisheries industry
and suggest directions for improvement, since it is possible to compare the
evaluation lists in detail among fisheries classifications.

Key Words : Korean fisheries, Industrial competitiveness
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