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Inter-Korean Cooperation in the Maritime and Fisheries Sector
: Small Efforts Will Pay Off

An Eventful but Un-predictable 2020 surrounding the Korean Peninsula

North Korea proclaimed its bracing for ‘long-term confrontation” with the U.S. during an unusual
four-day party plenum held during December 28 to 31, 2019. Kim Jong-un, Chair of the Central
Committee of the Worker's Party of Korea clarified a “frontal breakthrough™ strategy while requesting

North Korean people to resume their belt-tightening for self-reliance.

South Korea is facing the 21st legislative election on April 15 and the United States’ presidential
primaries and caucuses are now underway. One of the two geographically and economically nearest
neighboring countries of Korea is preparing to hold the Olympic Games in Tokyo, while the other is in
a combat against the coronavirus epidemic, which is believed to have started in its territory. Many
expected a unified Korean team to represent the peninsular for the Tokyo Olympics, Chinese
President Xi Jinping's state visit to South Korea, and celebration of 30-years of bilateral diplomatic
relations between South Korea and Russia, etc. for this year. However, in the wake of the

coronavirus outbreak, which has become a pandemic now, none of these are clearly expectable.

Things Achieved Since 2018 and Ways to Move Forward

According to the Pyongyang Joint Declaration of September 2018, Moon Jae-in, President of South
Korea and Kim Jong Un, Chairman of the State Affairs Commission of North Korea agreed to discuss
the issue of forming a west coast joint special economic zone and an east coast joint special tourism
zone. Both Koreas committed to the establishment of a maritime peace zone, a pilot joint fishing
zone in the West Sea and the construction of a plan regarding issues related to permitting the Haeju
Passage and Jeju Strait for North Korean vessels, as well as the conception of military assurance
measures for the shared use of the Han River (Imjin River) Estuary on its Military Agreement. What
actually has been carried out was a Joint Hydrographic Survey of Han River Estuary at the end of
2018. South Korea's Ministry of National Defense delivered charts newly composed based on the
survey to the North in the beginning of 2019. The two Koreas agreed to open the Estuary to civilian
ships in April, which has since hit a wall due to the no-deal Hanoi Summit between the North and
the U.S. in February, 2019.



What is the Matter? What Do We Have to Do?

After the Hanoi Summit, the North realized that a negotiated settlement with the U.S. in its favor

is hardly accomplishable. Therefore, it would take neither conversation nor provocation in a decisive
manner for the time being, as predicted in its New Year message for 2020. Moreover, the U.S. also
would not add further engagement unless it was necessary for the presidential election. Then what
can we expect ahead for the South? South Korea is the one who has to endure the atmosphere
between the North and the U.S., which can result in unidentified projectiles being fired off the

Korean Peninsula by the North.

The main hurdle for Inter-Korean cooperation in this situation is the North's unresponsiveness. Only
if it helps with bargaining power over the U.S. or a belt-tightening economy, would the North come
to the table. The problem is that we do not have such ideas. We have not been able to put our
efforts to design inter—-Korean cooperation agenda in such a deliberate and sophisticated way.
Although the Pyongyang Joint Declaration and the Military Agreement mentions many kinds of
projects, and a year and a half has passed since that day, we still do not have detailed outlines for

the projects. The maritime and fisheries sector is no exception.

A New Project Initiative by Korea Maritime Institute

Here is a small but meaningful contribution by the Korea Maritime Institute. KMI has been
reviewing the maritime and fisheries sector of North Korea for about the last ten years and published
its findings as a compact report last year. From this year, we are going to publish a quarterly
newsletter or magazine, tentatively named the “North Korean Maritime Review’. It will include a
well-timed column, analysis of the maritime and fisheries sector and a major news summary over the
latest three months, and some useful information about the North’s sea and coastal areas. We hope
that this will become an information platform on which policy makers, businesspersons, and scholars
are able to access and contribute to the conceptual design for the inter—Korean cooperation in the
maritime and fisheries sector. In order to maximize maritime and fisheries cooperation beneficial to

both Koreas, we need to save time. It is already spring. Time is running out.
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