Restructuring Korean Fishery Penalty Regime to Deter and
Eliminate Illegal Fishing
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Abstract: Korean coast guards have detained over 450 Chinese fishing
vessels every year for allegedly illegal fishing in a Korean exclusive
economic zone since 2007. The foreign fishermen can be fined up to
¥200,000,000, while their boat and fish also can be forfeited. Korea
amended its law to deter recurring IUU by foreign violater including Chinese
fishing vessels. This paper finds that the current Korean IUU penal regime
is not enough of a disincentive to discontinue profitable illegal activity. The
Korean punishment regime does not appear to give Korean government the
mandatory seizure of the illegal catch or its proceeds. The current Korean
bond system against seized IUU vessel also is insufficient to deter Chinese
fishing vessels from violating Korean management measures.

This paper suggest to amend the current fishing regime which is
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applicable both foreign and Korean fishing vessels by raising maximum fine
limit and mandatory forfeiture of the illegal catch or its proceeds. It is also
necessary to harmonize Korean fishing law applicable to the Korean flag
fishing vessels engaging in fishing activities that violate conservation and
management measures required under an international fishery management

agreement.
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