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Environmental Protection from Land-based
Activities in Korea

AR L R b
Nam, Jungho-Kang, Daeseok

(& *bH
.4 2
0. HATFAAAY(GPA) =453
m. -2yt s %ﬂﬂﬂ DA 4710 edEd #Ae BAH
V. $A71¢1odEd AAA MAz HEAN 72t
v.2 &

Abstract : Since 1990, many researches have revealed that land-based
activities are the most important cause in the degradation of marine
environment and resources. The international society adopted the Global
Programme of Action for the Protection of the Marine Environment from
Land-based Activities (GPA) in 1995 as the management framework to
address the issue. The World Summit on Sustainable Development held
in South Africa in 2002 recognized GPA as an important strategic tool
for marine environmental protection by incorporating GPA into its
Implementation Plan. Many countries have formulated institutional
mechanisms and implemented action plans to deal with land-based
activities.

Since the Rio Conference in 1992, the Korean government has realized
the importance of the management of land-based activities. This

* BHH LR LY A AT
wx QA BN AAATY



34 ANFAYAT A18HA 2%

realization resulted in the establishment of the Ministry of Maritime
Affairs and Fisheries in 1996 and subsequent enactments and amend-
ments of relevant laws. Despite these developments since the mid-1990s,
there are still urgent issues to be addressed for the protection of marine
environment from land-based activities. Three critical issues are lack of
an appropriate agency for integrated coastal watershed management, no
consideration of environmental carrying capacity in coastal development,
and insufficient knowledge base for rational decision-making.

Four strategies were suggested to formulate legal and institutional
framework to effectively control land-based activities: i) establishment of
integrated coastal watershed management system, ii) adoption of
site-specific approach, iii) construction of decision-making support
system, and iv) operation of pilot sites, and partnership and capacity
building. Amendments of the Marine Pollution Prevention Act and the
Water Quality Environment Preservation Act are crucial for these
strategies to be implemented successfully.

Keywords : GPA, Land-based activities, marine environment, watershed
management, coastal area
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1) UN, Report of the World Summit on Sustainable Development, 2002; Bernal
and Cicin-Sain, Ensuring the Sustainable Development of Oceans and Coasts, 2001.

2) GESAMP(IMO/FAO/UNESCO-IOC/WMO/WHO/IAEA/UN/UNEP  Joint Group
of Experts on the Scientific Aspects of Marine Environmental Protection),
Reports of the Twentieth Session, Geneva, 7-11 May, 1990. Rep. Stud.
GESAMP. No. 41.
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8) YAZ 9, Op cit., p.17.
9) 3}d, 3
ful
- . cit.
10) o] =32 A207zx9] o7} AHA U&S LFstL U5
11) http~//www.ourplanet.com/1mgversn/83/rast2.html(2003. 6).
12) The 1985 Montreal Guidelines for the Protection of the Marine Environment
against Pollution from Land-Based Sources.
13) N FsA 582 /i3-S GESAMPS 1986\ B 324 (Environmental Capactty*
An Approach to Marme Pollution Prevention, No. 30)l A A A 7] 5 &
its ability to accommodate a particular activity or rate of activity (e.g. volume

of discharge per unit time, quantity of dredgings dumped per unit time,
quantity of minerals extracted per unit time) without unacceptable impact.
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16) Protecting and Managing the Natural Resource Base of Economic and Social
Development.
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