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Abstract : There is a difference between Wetland Conservation Act in
Korea and Ramsar Convention on the classification of wetlands. Ramsar
classification systems for wetland type are three types ; Marine/Coastal
Wetlands, Inland Wetlands and Human-made Wetlands. On the other
hand, the Wetland Conservation Act in Korea classifies two types ;
Inland Wetlands and Coastal Wetlands. This difference on the wetland
classification give rise to some trouble for conservation wetland policy
between the Ministry of Maritime Affairs and Fisheries and Ministry of
Environment in Korea. Because the jurisdiction of the inland wetlands
and coastal wetlands is different.

Therefore, the purpose of the current study is to find out efficient
wetland management plans by reviewing and improving classification of
wetland. To solve this problem, the range of responsibility among
managing bodies should be exactly established through reclassification of
wetland. First of all, estuary/estuarine zones that is classified into inland
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wetland under the Wetland Conservation Act should be classified into
coastal wetland, and also lagoon which is not considered as wetland
should be managed as costal wetland. Secondly, dual management due
to distribution of wetland and characteristics should be unified. That is,
a specialized environment management office needs to be in charge of
wetland management.

Key Word : classification, coastal wetlands, inland wetlands
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2) W.J. Mitsch, R.H. Mitsch, and R.E. Turner, “Wetlands of the Old and New
World : Ecology and Management”, Global Wetlands Old World and Neuw,
Elsevier, 1994, pp.3~5.
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4) Ralph W. Tiner, U.S., “Technical Aspects of Wetlands Wetland Definitions and
Classifications in the United States, U.S., National Water Summary on
Wetland Resources”, U. S. Geological Survey Water Supply Paper 2425, 1992.
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6) wetland are defined as ; “areas of marsh, fen, peatland or water, whether
natural or artificial, permanent or temporary, with water that is static or
flowing, fresh, brackish or sale, including areas of marine water the depth of
which at low tide does not exceed six meters”. In addition, the Convention
provides that wetlands “may incorporate riparian and coastal zones adjacent
to the wetlands, and islands or bodies of marine water deeper than six meters
at low tide lying within the wetlands”(Article 1.1).
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7) Marine/Coastal Wetlands — Permanent shallow marine waters(in most cases
less than six metes deep at low tide), Marine subtidal aquatic beds, Coral
reefs, Rockey marine shores, Sand, Shingle or pebble shores, Estuarine waters,
Intertidal mud, sand or salt flats, Intertidal marshes, Intertidal forested
wetlands, Coastal freshwater lagoons, Karst and other subterranean
hydrological systems.

Inland Wetlands - Permanent inland deltas, Permanent rivers/streams/
creeks, Permanent freshwater lakes, Seasonal/intermittent freshwater lakes,
Permanent saline/brackish/alkaline lakes and flats, Seasonal/intermittent
saline/brackish/alkaline lakes and flats, Permanent saline/brackish/alkaline
marshes/pools, Seasonal/intermittent saline/brackish/alkaline marshes/pools,
Permanent freshwater marshes/pools, Seasonal/intermittent freshwater
marshes/pools, non—forested peatlands, Alpine wetlands, Tundra wetlands,
Shrub-dominated wetlands, Freshwater, tree-dominated wetlands, Forested
peatlands, Freshwater springs ; oases, Geothermal wetlands, Karst and other
subterranean hydrological systems.

Human-made Wetlands - Aquaculture ponds, Ponds, Irrigated land,
Seasonally flooded agricultural land, Salt exploitation sites, Water storage
areas, Excavations, Wastewater treatment areas, Canals and drainage
channels, ditches, Karst and other subterranean hydrological systems(Key
Documents of the Ramsar Convention Classification System for Wetlands
Type Reprinted from the Strategic Framework and guidelines for the future
development of the List of Wetlands of International Importance, Appendix A,
The codes are based upon the Ramsar Classification System for Wetland Type
as approved by Recommendation 4.7 and amended by Resolution VI.5 of the
Conference of the Contracting Parties).
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Protection Agency)ell Al AR&at= Wafol A “SA7 FES ZxielA
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2o} 99 H-o] v S F W Ui (the Department of Defense, U.S. Army Corps
of Engineers ; Corps), U127 % (the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
; EPA), W539] oA A &= (the Department of the Interior, U. S. Fish and
Wildlife Service ; FWS), $4=2] =8 QAlo}o} tf”7] 3% % (the Department
of Commerce, National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration ; NOAA),
83 FHH9 AARL T S (the Department of Agriculture, Natural
Resources Conservation Servic ; NRCS)o]th(Want, William, Law of
Wetlands Regulation @ Deerfield, III., Clark Boardman Callaghan, p.13~2,
1993).

14) The term “wetlands” means those areas that are inundated or saturated by
surface or ground water at a frequency and duration sufficient to support, and
that under normal circumstances do support, a prevalence of vegetation
typically adapted for life in saturated soil conditions. Wetlands generally
include swamps, marshes, bogs, and similar areas(33 CFR 328.3, 40 CFR
230.3).
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A So] glth16) Mitsch & GosselinklDE= 54 S A ¢k5#] (Coastal

Wetlands) 2} W55 A (Inland Wetlands)® F-%3}1L, A5 = 7AW
(Tidal Salt Marshes)¥} 12 B 52| (LE#HK,18) Mangrove Wetlands)
2, WEHFA N+ §95Inland Freshwater Marshes) + ©] €-4](Northern
Peatlands) + % (Southern Deep water Swamps) - 7] % 4 (Riparian
Wetlands) = &3t Lth19)

FElvete] Aol FARAY A2xdN FAE WEsEA A

15) “Coastal wetlands include salt marshes and freshwater or brackish wetlands
contiguous to salt marshes. Areas of open water within coastal wetlands
are considered a part of the wetland. Salt marshes are areas regularly
inundated by salt water through either natural or artificial water courses
and where one or more of the following species predominate :” 98 indicator
plants listed). “Contiguous and associated freshwater or brackish marshes
are those where one or more of the following species predominate:”(9
indicator plants listed).(Rhode Island Coastal Resources Management
Council(RI Coastal Resources Management Program as amended June 28,
1983)).

16) Fresh water wetlands are defined to include, “but not be limited to marshes
; swamps ; bogs ; ponds ; river and stream flood plains and banks; areas
subject to flooding or storm flowage ; emergent and submergent plant
communities in any body of fresh water including rivers and streams and that
area of land within fifty feet(50")of the edge of any bog, marsh, swamp, or
pond.”(Rhode Island Department of Environmental Management(RI General
Law, Sections 2-1-18 et seq.))

17) vl=+¢] %A 8rx}(School of Natural Resources the Ohio State University
Columbus, Ohio).

18) el 4w - avel Aok AdAel S,

19) J. Mitsch & G. Gosselink, Wetlands, 2nd Edition, Van Nostrand Reinhold,
N.Y. 1993, p.34.
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Water Pollution Control Act)ollA] sk 7, AW 1 ¥1e] B A9 o7
ol A] z}iA Q) Aula e wle] o Ao ] Il S W1 o= AFEo]of O]'U]]
s ol A sjrs SAZFH s g5l -JOH %5101 Fo] 34

= AGE Fah, A EHe] M9 AEA], Ak 1hERA A, o,
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21) o143 ¢, T8t - A5 s ol S Bt A, shas] Al
-1, 2001, p.l4.

22) (3) For the purpose of this subsection, the term “estuarine zones” menas an
environmental system consisting of an estuary and those transitional areas which
are consistently influenced or affected by water from an estuary such as, but no
limited to, salt marshes, coastal and intertidal areas, bays, harbors, lagoons,
inshore water, and channels, and the term “estuary” means all or part of the
mouth of a river or stream or other body of water having unimpaired natural
connection with open sea and within which the sea water is measurably diluted
with fresh water derived from land drainage(Federal Water Pollution Control Act,
as amended by the Clean Water Act of 1977, (n)(3) sec. 104[33 USC 1234]).
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