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A Review of China’s Maritime Boundary Line and
Its Method of Delimitation in International Law
Respective
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Abstract : A comprehensive set of laws dealing with the seas known as
the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS) entered
into force on November 16, 1994. After the entry of force of UNCLOS,
some issues on maritime delimitation(i.e., the Exclusive Economic Zone
(EEZ), and the outer limit of Continental Shelf became a focal point for
many countries. This also raises the issue of how to delimit overlapping
zones and how to define the lines that will be the maritime boundary for
the States concerned. People’s Republic of China (hereafter China)
asserts that “it is unrealistic for countries to apply only one method of
delimitation” when they seek to determine their maritime boundaries.
Thus, the focal point of this study is the emphasis that it is very crucial
for China how to applicate the maritime delimitation methods to its
maritime space.

In that respect, this study tries to scrutinize China’s laws and practice
regarding its maritime boundary delimitation, especially focusing on the
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Chinese (broken) U-shaped line, natural prolongation of land territory,
and equidistance approach (isometric latitude or equitable latitude). The
(broken) U-shaped line as the traditional Chinese maritime boundary in
the South China Sea and the method of straight baseline to all the coasts
of China are controversial in international law so that they may be
queried whether China’s practice conforms with the relevant provisions
of UNCLOS. Further, regionally China has to negotiate with its
neighboring countries on the maritime boundary delimitation of the
exclusive economic zone and the continental shelf. In staking out their
respective unilateral claims, China applied the principle of natural
prolongation of land territory where its maritime boundaries should
reflect the natural prolongation of its land territory to the outer limit. In
the course of negotiations, the States concerned may apply any one or
a combination of delimitation methods appropriate for arriving at an
equitable solution between adjacent or opposite countries.

In conclusion, while this study addresses international legal aspects of
maritime delimitation method of China, it seeks together to assess what
it takes to be ‘equitable solution’ to China on maritime boundary
delimitation. It is especially so that the application in the East Asian
region will be both a testing ground and a show case of China’s vision
of “shelving disputes to engage in joint development with regard to
contentious territories”.

Key Words : maritime delimitation, UNCLOS, straight baseline, Chinese
(broken) U-shaped line, natural prolongation of land
territory, equidistant line, iso—proportional line, isometric
latitude, Polygon Convex Hull, equitable solution
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Judgement, 1.C.J. Reports 2001, p. 97, para. 185; Case Concerning
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Caribbean Sea(Nicaragua v. Honduras), Judgment, I.C.J. Reports 2007, p.
34, paras. 113, 126.
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. 33 A AdPe) AE

7R A FB AR S el AR F2 A EHE WY T sk
7} %31 (the median line) B+ &7 2] (AR, equidistance line)
Wiolth, Tarx o83k A e SATAS YA AU
2 =9star dvk E=3 SH]E A (GELLBIRE, iso-proportional line or
equal ratio), 9% 5 A (f % 5E/0f1, isometric latitude) ¥} <+ thH
£ = 9] ZH (Polygon Convex Hull: %347 M) 3} 2e WS 43}
= 9ol glof oo disl A E iz gt

1. $A9A, SHEHA, A=sEA

Mz R AA A7) A% % aore] A S0l AT
ou, AL - BAA - A A o] LA gomz she] FA A
WHoE AA RE APAAE FYse AL mALLeldn nE
S7b qleksd e AN e Eoh2 S, 0% SAYNE
B, BT 9E SRA NS Sdstel A%A A9 4AH
AUEE w1 Sk ot WHES SAYM Aol
20 A BIAS AROE PAS] QA etk

oleld SAM Aol wak TAYA A% 19689 Au|ukeh§3
FoF Aok AL Hoh 5 gtk Z “dAgke] A= PHFRIL gl
2% olde] Frhe] dEe] ARt FAR BHTol Yov], 1 A

of that g7l 9l A5, 53 A4 (special circumstances)ol] 2] 3

34) i, op. cit., p.3.

35) Ibid

36) A& E9 - 3ol A
< A I H5F =

37) i, op. cit, p. 3.
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o= 19324 HiERA] Al AL f‘?ﬂ O]ﬁoﬂ S FEA LG L3
o2 A ALY 1958 Auvtt52-F oF A6z A13e] o] /i
S ‘=ATA-EET AFA( Equ1dlstance—8pec1al Circumstances)’ ¢ 2+
A FEUS) S AR mFERI Qe I gl S e ® sk,
== Zholl = o] &1} 57 8] Y A (principle of equidistance)©] % & ¥t}
Aoltt, sFARE 1958 AU|vFg oF& o gk AP o] ‘B g A H0Q]

H 7w

o7 "3 Quky

A FAHoR WA e ek

Sulald AYe 19609 e B AA = dnka, ujd g
cof sl AA SAL N o3 Ao B Az
= zoagn], Solo] e sjoka ol ulad] wel EE A4S
A stolof Ak 74 A4 L AUS B qrhaD o] S
A e Ago] AAx e A4S AAs) vdes 9 Langeraar
W57b 1ok Flo] Suld] Wolt) ojo] wpEW “AE wFER I 9A
U ada A9ke A4xl T 2okt A ANe 7 AES 2 @t

38) 1958 AuvlHEHF A6 A13 “Where the same continental shelf is
adjacent to the territories of two or more States whose coasts are opposite
each other, the boundary of the continental shelf appertaining to such States
shall be determined by agreement between them. In the absence of
agreement, and unless another boundary line is justified by special
circumstances, the boundary is the median line, every point of which is
equidistant from the nearest points of the baselines from which the breadth
of the territorial sea of each State is measured’.

39) North Sea Continental Shelf, Judgement, I.C.J. Reports 1969, paras. 1~17;
Case Summaries p. 2.
http://www.icj—cij.org/icjwww/idecisions/isummaries/icssummary690220.htm
(20083 4¢ 18¢ ®HE); IC] AFHAF Guillaumeo] AEE p. 5 F*x.
http://www.icj—cij.org/icjwww/ipresscom/SPEECHES/i 1SpeechPr651dent_Gui
llaume_6thCommittee_2001.htm(2008d 49 18Y W),

40) 33l 55 7FEAY SRS 2/3 St E FAd¥ 3 OPEl AEE H9
ﬁ = QOH*L AE A(Silt line, I¥es) ol b gk U A 1/32 E]‘%E‘r Zof 4]

Zote BAR HEe 2OR o2 TR Sud Aoy 7T 4 & 3
o A% Ae] EALRE WS AN AA] Ao sl A FANHO
2 FAshe sle d5eol g rolg} g, WA A

= e
94 WA GE 7o g
1991 pp. 42~43; &3 H - S - AHS - o], " EAAG G A A A A
]‘ﬁx* 49 Eﬂ}oﬂ #3k 37 "Ocean and Polar Research,, #1298 A1

g, 2007. 3, p. 66.
41) North Sea Continental Shelf, Judgement, I.C.J. Reports 1969, p. 37, para. 59.

ME,
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Fall Fof 71delM AL 7k 2 A 7k Aol aAnlElel o sfe
BAE AT S SRS AR FAETHE 3] el 9

o
—

3 A3k vldol wel A44E 4 8

o}

rr
N

M

o|t}42) 1} o)} e &

3

Al A =3 A A i E e o, 93y 5
Aol =Eiier 5 5 s Zolth

FH e w4 A4 sAedes AAE 948 5, 4
AR d&Fe 1A = 3= 4F 225 THS] 2 A0S
& e s wet dAT AR o] Fste] MEe AALE =F
ato] @3 Aajoll =stA b= Wrgoltt 1985 ‘gl R|ol-TE &
SRAGGARA A o] s} o] FAYAS H9 18 WFor o5}
of AR o] 3 o]ty ) mAAPHE A A T SE AR
dlFAA A 73 T 53 TAA G 2L AR
51 % 271¢] SAE WS AN e FREHom Adste] 23
A}71 0] 9l T} 44)

T T SRS Fholl= o E 55984 (Polygon Convex Hull:
LA ) 1M S &3te] Jal7I S o] A 7IA] FOHAE EA

—_—

42) %584, op. cit, p. 3.

43) Continental Shelf(Libyan Arab Jamahiriya/Malta), Judgement, I.C.J.
Reports 1985, p. 57.

44) Delimitation of the Maritime Boundary in the Gulf of Maine Area,
Judgement, I.C.J. Reports 1954, p. 246, Continental ShelflLibyan Arab
Jamahiriya/Malta), Judgement, I.C.J. Reports 1985, p. 13, Maritime
Delimitation in the Area between Greenland and Jan Mayen, Judgement,
ILC.J. Reports 1993, p. 38; Maritime Delimitation and Territorial Questions
between Qatar and Bahrain(Qatar v. Bahrain), Merits, Judgement, I.C.J.
Reports 2001, p. 97, Land and Maritime Boundary between Cameroon and
Nigeria( Cameroon/Nigeria: Equatorial Guinea intervening), Judgement,
LCJ. Reports 2002, p. 303, Anglo-French Continental Shelf Arbitration
Case(1977), Eritirea/Yemen Arbitration Case(1999). %34 9] “af %74 A &
Aol A A g A gH @49 gt #3F 1Z” FOcean and Polar Research;,
Vol. 29(1), 2007. 3, p. 59 #=.



o] Zojze] Fa7]Ae Gaal we] BE =o)<Y

-3> Fx).

(LE-3) CHEESaMo| &E 046

conver hull g

A9 (the archipelago
A 5 ¢
Z

1ol t}. o 5]

=]
n
AAGALG o] B 4 9rh= Ao|tho)
R o e W
Emvbel s s wEaG 2 dfYs o A
ok g o] mel g 593 qke] 29
A~
Tl 9
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45) R.C. Peng, J.Y. Wang, Z. Tian, LX. Guo, G.H. Liu, Y.D. Zheng, “A New
Technique about Selecting Base Points of the Territorial Sea Based on the

Principle of Convex Hull Creating”,
http://ncg.nuim.ie/gisruk/materials/proceedings/PDF/P1.pdf (20083 49 30

W)
46) Ibid, p. 4.
47) %% 2 Rl A o B WM EE AHEOR WAk ol ook 2ol W

og3tt}. R.C. Peng et al, op. cit, p. 6.
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49) Fisheries case(United Kingdom-Norway), ICJ Reports, 1951, pp. 127~129.
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olefgt Farel Y2 199839 et B AT R S5, ol o3
A =, of ME A2zl ofstd ‘Tl hHEE 4 JES
AR T=e] daf oo Ad AFE o] th5A 9] 2jd7kA o A
27k 2003 2l el 3w Aol o= 20082l 7hA] gttt aL ot

S S S B3k ke A <l om»} nhE R gl w77
e A5 o FEel 3 S 2AM e 712 sol A 4%
o QA B AeIE sl AN D4R s st
oS B, Fe] EEel Be YA GHALE A o
4o Aqow o, epRvte] AN YR FARe 7 2e el
Aol W GelwA st AAS % & Ak o)A AAA A%

(natural prolongation) ¢ % o] &+ 1945 9
A e A Ak WEHO] e
Folu 2 Ap=ryto] o] tiH a1 2 AskE e = A= wiEA
A sz #3439 Uﬂ"ﬂ H3HE A2 23t o2 A7= oY

2 AFYES 494 o

) R LR RS KRR AR ST, YRR T DAAE LA AR I LA AE,
M AR OB GE, 5 BOHb A E 70 FC S A I KB 4y, L KPR A wT
FABEE R PEAE, 7, 2= bTE, TR B A S A B e B RS, b YA
jit, 2001, p. 171.

51) Ibid., pp. 170~171.

52) “-++ the United States regards the natural resources of the subsoil and sea
bed of the continental shelf beneath the high seas but contiguous to the
coasts of the United States as appertaining to the United States, subject to
its jurisdiction and control.” Truman Proclamation on the Continental Shelf,
Presidential Proclamation No. 2667, 28th September, 1945, “Policy of the
United States with Respect to the Natural Resources of the Subsoil and Sea
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Bed of the Continental Shelf”.

53) AAA, "N A, A ¥ AL 2004, pp. 594 ~595.

54) “delimitation is to be effected by agreement in accordance with equitable
principles, and taking account of all the relevant circumstances, in such a
way as to leave as much as possible to each Party all those parts of the
continental shelf that constitute a natural prolongation of its land territory
into and under the sea, without encroachment on the natural prolongation of
the land territory of the other”. North Sea Continental Shelf( Federal
Republic of Germany v. Denmark, Federal Republic of Germany of
Netherlands), Judgment, 1.C.J]. Reports 1969, p. 53.

55) T FEE Ty T Alojo] glon F&%E T EEE g Fuk
T, A ELS w9 abE e AR dERe A JT, EES AFEE ¢ £
Aoz FFEHEt BAAE o)F= AFgoR B vk RO =E 4708, A
2 3603f 2] o]m, WAL 38vHurel vk, 33 HAlE dEe el 918t o,
it 4 44m, A e] 140melth. FallE o A EA Tl A 7HA 2 gl
of FAHE g EgFo] Fol o|Fo] ‘F'7t | Zloln, md FY=HE EAF
oF 119 & AEQl Ao FAH T r} P&l YA FF5THE FYHE
W7o 2RE O] BEA= 9k 5 B ARR AU oF I g Ao} o] 94
g2 et stk =S, op cit, pp. 173~174.

56) ek g - A b= oty F2o HEeS FHskal Ak v o
g2 4=41o] 200m ©]3tel HE 7o 1974 3 - A o] ER UiEEol=
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A4, AAA, pp. 151~153.

57) Ji Guoxing, “Maritime Jurisdiction in the three China Seas: Options for
Equitable Settlement”, p. 9; http://igcc.ucsd.edu/pdf/policypapers/ppl9.pdf
(2008 4€¥ 30 HH-E).

58) =i, op. cit., p. 174.

59) Choon-ho Park, East Asia and the Law of the Sea, Seoul National University
Press(2nd ed.), 1985, p. 11.

60) Ji Guoxing, op. cit., p. 19.

61) Fsld - A% - G5 - o] Y, “SNEAEAY AN AF D XPH 249 &
o #gF 3127 fOcean and Polar Research,, #1297 A1%, 2007. 3, pp. 60~67.
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AR A B0 A E A A 5 THE3)

AFAoR AAA AGAAH HE Mo o5 AAGA EA= &
=0 FEelet el AAS g wiste] Ay W, O =2
AAdE dojsta o 2= Fop|o} s 2] A G A oA
Aol w2 FAGAE ol B Rt Qs ] a ¢ A
A3 Bda fjvetet S, MEY, 929 olsjaAE g B
W T]& 1} 6465

UM =Y AAY F=o] 1998 TuiERA A Al H o F-5-of #
FHE A2z Fxeta = A2 5 T ke A= A
0]
)

gAY vk Qi wvkskel webs Ao st gl FH
£ 4% AN 1200 3F) A nek el g shel FAME
AT HolthH F et weky A% ol S %

62) Continental Shelf( Libyan Arab Jamahiriya/Malta), Judgement, I.C.J. Reports
1985, p. 35, para. 39.

63) Guinea v. Guinea—Bissau Case, 1985, paras. 116~117; %32 9] A A =&
p. 65 7‘<LZ

64) =2 AR AFLH L sFEIAAE T FHE F 3
ANAM= Farol] 28T F vt AA= o, =g HE A = 4
THKorea bay) X9 3 SF oAl ool EEstthe AH = FAl A7
7] wjFo|t}. Ji Guoxing, op. cit., pp. 18~19.

65) F3]A - v S - AR “FHAAAYGA T e Fwe] Qg A6 Ab
gz "Ocean and Polar Research,, #2698 A43., 2004. 12, p. 677; 2
AA| 5%%01101]"1 AR alo] AAEA 2] Y= vf, T2 %%1{01]*19]
A7)zl ot MEGZ] AAEA dele o] L5star) s AAH
f‘i”%’lxﬁ] T Fre] 2 £ gt A= o) o]l disiAl= Ibid, p. 19

74] -
$33 itk BATFAL 2 A, AR, AGAE LE GEsh, Ju3b0]
AeAA AL 99, 34, 3NN e Ao AmdHoz b ek A
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ol A ZrolE 4= QI S AAMY
st A& Fof mpel, 282 2E #¥ AR (relevant circumstances)< il
g ato], gojol oJs) o] F A ol o HAHE
e AFEEAG A 2 Al FERH =] QlTh68) 39
o ] AAA HE&ow ‘FA o A
AAE A B2 E 19829 “F U A -2l H] o}

2
e,
rE
o,
e
o
R

-3t A7 (peculiar circumstances)S i1e{ste] “§2] o] 24 AL
AL FH o AHE THA717] A% FAAR] Ao, 5ol wel
A= Ao tide] HA v S e AT F A
AolM Adre 5 P 9HS L39S oy 1 7 Ee
AU AT whEb PR sjdeld 1 g e S48 of| A 9
A7 vh2 AR sl dvE e R 98E F gl B9 Avks ol
TrelafoF g

gk AL AeE, ‘T A AT SEvhetell o] AAMET, T B
Ak, A2723, 2007. 5, pp. 43~44.

67) North Sea Continental Shelf, op. cit., paras. 83~101.

68) o] A&, “SAAH A A0 EAGFE D AFEALA HH ZANAE”, r=A
Wwaksl =%, 49 Al1043%, 2006, p. 135.

69) FFoll 2E AAYAHS 517] HsiA e BA APEES ok s, 1%k
Ao R A, sjere] A A4, 7 AUA = (Kerkennah Islands)d] &4 <} 914,
AR, 37 AR A Fa Al kel et FAlgE9] 9], A, ZF Agd=E
S U559 Wels lerie] Quba wgow ZA4H slera ZojolA g
Ao 90 wep AA A olFol Aok Brie FEA FEol Ml 2]
¥xgEa 3tk Continental Shelf(Tunisia/Libyan Arab Jamahiriya),
Judgement, 1.C.J. Reports, 1982, p. 92, para. 133.

70) Mark W. Janis, An Introduction to International Law, New York: Aspen &
Business, 1999, pp. 66~79.

71) Peter Malanczuk, Akehurst’'s Modern Introduction to International Law(7th
revised ed.), London: Routledge, 1997, p. 196.
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gt 8H7,—:‘3_(6(11,11‘531b1(3 solution)’ % %Xﬂ HS 7]2:& 3+ 2k 9] (agreement on
the basis of international law)’e] =] o]e}al g 4= QITh7™ 17| o 7]
A ek A olgE A74x A1E oA WiEoR I AARH A
(IC]) A38= o] = AHolgbaL sl Ak FAE T f s FH
Aol A Axsh= A2 =71 1+ A FAAGGA A4 7]Fo] ofd

O

AW 7IE SR Sjof gtk WA A JAolth 1¥Y o7 A T
Aol ‘S AP i HA AP o] AFE o] dA Ltk A
of FEafof gt o= 5] sFAA N T FANSHE
A|83Z& A1EF A% w7 bA oy, =i d) ‘G gh AT dF o] 7 AA L
2 oA fralsF Ao el duEo] A @ernR YA
A o] Aol #Aa|A = thA] ofuj s e ﬁxto_i AAH AT & F

Atk L FAA WEFH el dsiM e ko m =4 A E Fal F4

72) fraldf St g eF A74% 18 “The delimitation of the exclusive economic zone
between States with opposite or adjacent coasts shall be effected by
agreement on the basis of international law, as referred to in Article 38 of
the Statute of the International Court of Justice, in order to achieve an
equitable solution”.

73)“41 s FdA R Aol AE el FH A A3
], 0]

—
(
i

YT A74x 18 4
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W) FAE A2 e 9H 0w nonchs ShbE B

3 Zo| A, =9]9
28 i

75) o] wAHA = JaSA 7| Aol Azl Holof sttt AL EFsh A,
AA =&, p. 16

76) Ao, TEAEE,, A3, AL A4, 2008, p. 936.
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A&7 k. Mark W. Janis, An Introduction to International Law, New
York: Aspen Law & Business, 1999, pp. 66~79.

78) Maritime Delimitation in the Area between Greenland and Jan Mayen,
Judgement, 1.C.J. Reports 1993, paras.bl, 55; Maritime Delimitation and
Territorial Questions between Qatar and Bahrain(Qatar v. Bahrain), Merits,
Judgement, I.C.J. Reports 2001, para. 230; the Land and Maritime Boundary
between Cameroon and Nigeria( Cameroon v. Nigeria: Equatorial Guinea
Intervening), Judgment, 1.C.J. Reports 2002, para. 283.

79) o]& HA =&, p. 135.

80) WSO T, TUEEEIAEGR ik ,, At Wi, 2003, pp. 94~102.
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