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Abstract : The world has witnessed profound technological, economic
and social transfromations over the past fifty years. In Korea the rapid
development and diffusion of technological innovations with regard to
fishing vessel, fishing gears and mariculture propagation were
accompanied by the emergence of mass exploitation of fishery resources
and mass mariculture production as well as mass consumption.

However, at the same time Korean fisheries have seen unbalanced
technological development which has led to treadmill phenomena: higher
fish prices, lower level of fish stocks and envrionmental degradation.
They are also facing an aging problem of fisheries population. Now,
many fishery experts are questioning Korean fisheries sustainability in
spite of rapid technological advancement.

In addition, new international fishery regimes emerging from resource
sustainability issues opened serious debates on government financial
transfers and trade distortions. OECD, FAO and WTO provide
international communities with major fora for discussing such issues. It
is expected that fishery-related international organizaitons excercise a
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strong leadership to create new rules about subsidies and tariffs which
require a broad range of technology advancements.

All this suggests that Korean fisheries should put much more effort
than ever before to transform its structure from the extensive to the
intensive one. To realize such change, Korean fishery administration
should be able to find a practical way of balanced- competitive technology
development and to secure R&D budegts.
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This Commission believes that people can build a future that is
more prosperous, more just, and more secure. Our report, Our
Common Future, is not a prediction of ever increasing
environmental decay, poverty, and hardship in an ever more polluted
world among ever decreasing resources. We see instead the
possibility for a new era of economic growth, one that must be based
on policies that sustain and expand the environmental resource base.
And we believe that is depening in much of the developing world.
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The marine environment - including the oceans and all seas and
adjacent coastal areas - forms an integrated whole that is an
essential component of the global life - support system and a
positive asset that presents opportunities for sustainable develop-
ment. International law, as reflected in the provisions referred to in
this chapter of Agenda 21, sets forth rights and obligations of States
and provides the international basis upon which to pursue the
protection and sustainable development of the marine and coastal
developemt and its resources. This requires new approaches to
marine and coastal area management and development, at the
national, subregional, regional and global levels, approaches that are
integrated in content and are precautionary and anticipatory in
ambit, as reflected in the following areas.
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