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A Study on the Appraisement and Direction of
Fisheries Regulations Reform in Korea
A
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Abstract : Since 1998 the Korea government has been carrying out a
reform of administrative regulations to promote the people’s convenience
and freedom of economic activity. Though administrative regulations are
necessary to increase socio—economic welfare and competitiveness,
excess regulations may obstruct people’s freedom and thus cause
market—failure, if the regulations are too many and rigid.

In the fishery sector, the reform of regulations in terms of numbers
of regulations abolished to accomplish the goal was seen to be the most
successful. Half the total number of regulations were abolished. But this
is still insufficient to satisfy the public expectation for the designed effect
of the reform.

A more focussed direction for reforming regulations is summarized in
four points below.

First, it is necessary to reform the sixty—nine regulations which are
in place by regulations and orders. It is urgent to relieve or to abolish
regulations that are groundless in law, double-regulations, regulations for
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administrative convenience, unrealistic, and involuntary control rules.

Second, the focus of the reform should not be on quantity but on
quality. To raise the quality of the reform, it is necessary that the criteria
for assessment be developed in detail in order to increase the number of
substantial regulations to be abolished.

Third, the reform of regulations should be in accordance with the
direction of the future fishery policy. We need to set the direction of
fishery policy, first, before any reform of regulation in existing laws.
Then the reform of regulations and institutional improvement have to
match with the future fishery policy.

Fourth, it should be the kind of reform of a regulation to move the
power from the central government to local governments. In the light of
the fisheries characteristics, it is necessary that the establishment and
improvement of regulations be harmonized with each regional condition.

Finally, it is important to increase the effects of reform through active
participation of the public. Though it is the general idea that a reform
of regulations is led by government, it is ineffective without public
participation. Therefore, it is necessary to encourage the public to
participate in all phases of reform: determination, proceeding, monitoring,
etc.
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