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Abstract :Last May, the government decided to go ahead with the
controversial reclamation project in Saemangeum, North Jeolla Province.
The national attitude toward public waters(including tidal flat) reclamation
has changed dramatically over the past ten years. Even though Ministry
of Maritime Affairs and Fisheries(M OMAF) has struggled to keep pace
as the public image of tidal flat has evolved from worthless swamps to
priceless wetlands, approximately 810 tidal flat disappeared during the
same period. T hat loss was alarming because of the enormous ecological
significance of wetlands. T hey provide wildlife habitat, store flood water,
control erosion, purify water, and recharge groundwater. Biologically,
they comprise some of the richest and most diverse ecosystems on earth.

Last October, a Presidential Committee decided to transfer reclamation




licence authority to the local government. This paper discusses the
problems of current authority transferring system from central
government to local government. The author argues that it should avoid
simultaneous authority transferring to the local government. T his paper
suggest that the Governor of any local government desiring to administer
its own public waters reclamation program within its jurisdiction may
submit to the Minister a full description of reclamation plan. After taking
into account any comments submitted by the Ministers of relevant
ministries, the Minister of MOMAF shall determine whether such local
government has the authority with respect to the issuance of licences
pursuant to such program. Section Ill discusses the U.S. statutory and
regulatory framework protecting wetlands. Especially, section 404 of the
CWA authorizes the Corps' regulation of wetlands filling through a
permit system. The EPA may veto any of the Corps' section 404 permit
decisions. T his section examines the three important issues related to the
scope of the EPA's veto: (1) the criteria upon which the EPA may rely
when conducting a veto proceeding, (2) the parameters of a “practicable
alternative” to wetland development, and (3) whether mitigation measures,
including the creation of artificial wetlands, can compensate for the
destruction of a natural swamp. This paper concludes in section 1V that
Korea should adopt many procedural aspects of CWA clauses such as
notice, public hearing, copies of applications for permits to be transmitted
to Minister. Finally, it addresses a few issues that may require special
consideration.
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