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Abstract :Tidal flats are an invaluable natural resource with various
cultural, environmental, and economic values and function. Especially our
western sea is acclaimed for its vast tidal flats, which are considered
internationally important wetlands. Since the 1970s, industrial plants and
farming lands were created through enormous reclamation projects.
Around 40% of the total tidal flats were destroyed and lost forever.
Fortunately, public awareness of the importance of tidal flats is gradually
growing. Many civic and environmental groups are working to preserve
our wetlands. Such activities led to the enactment of the Wetlands
Conservation Act in February, 1999.

The Wetlands Conservation Act was legislated to effectively preserve
and manage tidal flats and pursue international cooperation in accordance
with the Ramsar Convention. But this Act is not enough to conserve tidal
flats. Because there are some problems of it; substantial regions of the
coastal wetlands(§ 2), designation of the Wetlands Conservation Areas
and Specially Managed Wetlands Surrounding Area(8 8), permission or
prohibition act in wetlands conservation areas(8 13), and so on. Thus, the




purpose of this paper describes the problems of the Wetlands
Preservation Act and improve the problems of it.
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41) wetland are defined as; “areas of marsh, fen, peatland or water, whether
natura or artificial, permanent or temporary, with water that is static or
flowing, fresh, brackish or sae, including areas of marine water the depth
of which at low tide does not exceed six meters’.l) In addition, the
Convention provides that wetlands “may incorporate riparian and coasta

zones adjacent to the wetlands, and islands or bodies of marine water deeper
than six meters at low tide lying within the wetlands”

42) the term “wetlands” menas those areas that are inundated or saturated by
surface or ground water at a frequency and duration sufficient to support,
and that under normal circumstances do support, a prevalence of vegetation
typically adapted for life in saturated soil conditions. Wetlands generally
include swamps, marshes, bogs, and similar areas.

43) U.S. FWS, op, cit, pp. 17-18.
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