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Abstract :Public waters have recently been regarded as public goods
and charging system will serve as an incentive to encourage efficient use
of public waters.

This paper assesses the current charge system in the use of public
waters based on the 'users' pay principle' and 'public interest principle'.
The paper focuses on analyzing the charge system prescribed in the
Public Waters Management Act considering the attributes of public
waters such as public interest, profitability, and effect on the marine
environment of public waters use.

The analysis has found that the current charge scheme needs to be
improved by resolving some discrepancies between the charges by types
and also to reflect the new types in the use of public waters, such as
development of deep ocean water, construction of floating hotels, and the
exploitation of resources in the Exclusive Economic Zone surrounding
Korean peninsular.
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